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A cityscape of Bangkok, Thailand, on a hot and humid day. (Photo Illustration: Peggy Anke on Unsplash)

https://unsplash.com/photos/aerial-photography-of-buildings-GmUjprCVxBo


Source: State of the Global Climate 2025, WMO-No. 1391

The warmest 
eleven years 
humanity has 
measured



The driver is not 
a mystery



Source https://www.linkedin.com/posts/meteo-france_bilan-climatique-cet-%C3%A9t%C3%A9-2026-est-activity-7503020866088312832-

7vO7?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAZImBAB8ljxlO3HKrkiWKanLgVgKhmkLhM

40°C THRESHOLD EXCEEDANCES FROM 1951 TO 2026*
Méteo France main network (about 120 stations)

People cover their heads and carry fans in Delhi during 

temperatures in excess of 40°C. Image: Flickr/InOldNews

The Future of Heat Is Already 
Being Written — and Suffered

Source: https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/climate-change-exposes-hundreds-of-millions-to-longer-and-deadlier-pre-monsoon-heat-in-south-asia/



What comes next, and what 
this year's El Niño is actually doing

Aug 
2026



2.4 billion people, 
70% global workforce 
face workplace heat 
risk at some point 
every year (ILO, 2024)

As of 2023, only ~50% 
of countries provide 
heat warnings, fewer 
tailored for health 
impacts (WMO, 2023)

2.4b 54% 



A multitude 

of heat 

indices, and 

why one 

warning size 

never fits all



Cities keep and 

release heat 

after dark

Heat risk classification for Bangkok districts. 

Note: The map presents a heat risk index for districts of Bangkok. The index is calculated as a weighted average of Urban 

Heat Island intensity together with density of vulnerable population groups (elderly and young children). Source: World Bank 

staff calculations. 



When hazards arrive together



The invisible infrastructure

Behind every forecast, every climate assessment, every early warning, there is 

a collective architecture. No single institution produces a forecast. 

The architecture does. 

Observations Data 
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Operational 
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Users



Science, Service, 
Governance — Together

Climate and Health Desks Heat Governance Pilot Countries



Proof heat warnings and 

plans work

Source: https://iiphg.edu.in/images/pdfs/NRDC/Expanding_Heat_resilience_across_India.pdf?hl=en-US



Thank you.

wmo.int
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