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Interactive dialogue between
Mr Antonio Guterres,
Secretary-General of the United Nations

and the World Meteorological Congress

Reflections from Mr. Evan Thompson, RA-IV President

(North America, Central America, and the Caribbean)

I am the Director of the Meteorological Service of Jamaica, and WMO Regional President for
North America, Central America and the Caribbean. | speak not only for my region, but in
solidarity with SIDS across the Pacific, Indian Ocean, and Atlantic regions. Though oceans
separate us, we face common threats, rising sea levels, more intense storms, prolonged
droughts, and an ever-tightening climate finance landscape.

For SIDS, the constant challenges related to weather and climate extremes are a lived
reality. Our economies are small and exposed. Our infrastructure is vulnerable. And yet, we
are forced to absorb repeated shocks with minimal resources and limited access to the
financing we need to prepare and adapt.

There is a silent but real expectation from the Member States for a comprehensive approach
across the full value chain.

In the case of EWA4AII, the expectation to have a cross-pillar approach serving the needs of
the NMHSs and NDMOs is all the more important.

We are convinced that there is a need to align donor financing mechanisms with innovative
financial solutions to ensure timely, effective and sustainable implementation of the EWA4AIl
initiative.

Despite the challenges, SIDS have shown what is possible through science-based
cooperation. Our NMHSs are working together every day to protect communities through
early warning systems, supported by regional initiatives, like Weather Ready Nations and
other impact-based forecasting initiatives. These systems must, however, be scaled,
sustained, and regionally integrated if they are to serve all who need them, especially the
most vulnerable.
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We urge the international community to recognize that resilience in SIDS is not just about
survival, it’s about enabling development with dignity. Predictable, accessible, and simplified
financing for weather and climate services is essential.

Mr Guterres, we thank you for being a voice for those of us on the frontlines and for ensuring
that SIDS are not seen as small in voice or vision, but as leaders in resilience and
innovation.



